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STORAGE DEVICE 
TEXT DB 

DATA PROCESSING DEVICE 
LANGUAGE ANALYSIS MEANS 
SIMILAR STRUCTURE GENERATION MEANS 
FREQUENCY SIMILAR PATTER DETECTION MEANS 
SIMILAR STRUCTURE GENERATION ADJUSTMENT MEANS 
SIMILAR STRUCTURE JUDGMENT ADJUSTMENT MEANS 
INPUT DEVICE 
OUTPUT DEVICE 



and outputs it to an output device (3). 



(57) Abstract: Language analysis means (21) 
analyzes each of the texts read from a text DB 
(11) and generates a sentence structure as an 
analysis result. Similar structure generation 
adjustment means (25) generates a specification 
item for specifying whether the input from 
an input device has the same structure for 
each of the types of the sentence structure. 
Similar structure judgment adjustment means 
(26) generates a specification item whether to 
ignore the difference in value for each of the 
types of the attribute values according to the 
input from an input device (6). According to 
the specification item from the similar structure 
generation adjustment means (25), similar 
structure generation means (22) generates 
a similar structure of the partial structure 
constituting the sentence structure obtained 
by the language analysis means (21) and sets 
each of the similar structures generated as 
an equivalent value of the partial structure of 
each of the elements generated. According to 
the specification item given from the similar 
structure judgment adjustment means (26), 
frequent similar pattern detection means (24) 
ignores the attribute value, detects a frequent 
pattern from a set of the equivalent values from 
the similar structure generation means (22), 
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